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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 17, 1963

ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 235
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TO: The Secretary of State -
The Cecretary of Defense
The Szcretary of the Interior
The Eacretary of Commerce
The Secretary or Agriculture
The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welifare
The Chairman, .itomic Energy Commission
The .cminisirator, National Aeronautics and Space Administration
The Director, National Science Foundation ‘
The Special Assistant to the President for

National Secumty A::alrs
The Special Assistant to the President for
Science and Technology

SUBJECT: Larg-ﬂ-b‘calc Scientific or Tcchnological Experiments with
Possible Adverse Zanvaronmental Effects

I have approved the following policy guides governing the conduct
of large~scale scizntific or technological experiments that might have
sigmfic nt or protracted effects on the physical or biological environment.
Timeriments which by their nature could result in domestic or foreign
allegations fhat thevy might have such eifects will be included in this
category even though the sponsoring agency feels coniident that such
allegations would in fact prove to be unfounded.

Tuae head oI any agency that troposes to undertake a large-
logical A:m&,-;r::cn“ that might have significant
the physical or biological environment will
e attention of the Special Assistant to the
Dresident for Science and Technology. DNotification ol such experiments

w11l be given surficiently in advance that they may be modified, posttoned,
or cancelled, if such action i> judged necessary in the national interest.

ro*oo:;als for such experiments, the sponsoring
the Special Assistant for Science and Technology
the _myo*ta“l ce of the particular experiment and

p0551me da.rect or 'mdirect erfects that might be associated with it,

jo]
r‘v" srepars Ior

P R
'/"T REmahl
i

B o O S oy 1

Approved For Release 2005/04/13 : CIA-RDP80M01048A001500100001-6



’

Approved For Release 2005/04/13 : CIA-RDP80M01048A001500100001-6

BEST COPY

AVAILABLE

gnnraved pr.R:Releace 2008 /()14 - B-RDPROMO104K 4 () () DO1000()1_6




! B

...... wn

-2 - oL -
Approved For Release 2005/04/13 : CIA-RDP80M01048A001500100001-6

3. The Special Assistant for Science and Tecnnology will review
cae proposais and supporiing materiais presented by the sponsoring agency
in order to assure that the need for the experiment has been properly

“veighed against possible adverse cnvironmental eifects.

4., On the basis of this review, the Special Assistant for Science
, .

and Techno.ogy will recommend to me what action should be taken on
the proposed experiment., £ the Special Assistant judges that inadequate’

information is available on which o make a judgment, e may request
“hat additional studies be
may undertalke an incependent study of the problem.

nceriaken by the sponsoring agency or he

5. Anay cxperimen: thai may inveoive signiiicant or protracted adverse
efiects wilil not be conducted witioul my prior approval,

e vi sxperiments {suca as atmosvheric nuclen * tests)

3. . thc cas
that have major national securify implications, the nhead of the sponsoring
i

agency will notify the Special Assistant for National Security Affairs as
well as the Soecial lissistant Zor Scizsnce and Technology and will supply
th with an evaluaticn of the umpuertance of the particular experimen:
ossible direct or indirect eifects that might be associated with it.
The S»ecial sissistant for Mational Security Afizirs will determine on an

- 1o The Drocecure to pe Zollowed in reviewing these
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besn properiy weighed against nossible adverse environmental eiZects.
T. T the extent that it 15 consistent with naiicnal security aad

subseaquens "0 opproval, <hcre saould be early and widesoread dissemi=-
=a*ion of ~uonlic information ciplaining experiments or this tvpe,

3., Whiic the final dacision o conduct such experiments must
rontinue %O ra2side with fne jovernment, the National Academy o1 Sciences
ona "vhers aLdro .1 scieniific todies or imtergovernmenitl
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=2t have adverse 2nvizonmental eilects pevond the 2. 3, Recom-

2
mondation sa the aduvisaniliiv o this course of action will be made by

“he 3necial lssistant Zor Science and Tzachnology in consulitation with

he sponsoring aencr and the sitate 2epartment,
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The Director, Dureau T: the Dudget
Trs Cirecicr, United States Iaformation Agency
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